
Pat Rini Rohrer set out to open a
workshop space, not a gallery. She ended
up with both, and her prime location —
at the epicenter of the arts community
in Canandaigua — is one of many
stops on this year’s Holiday Art Walk.

This will be a bigger, longer version
of the tradition that opens art galleries
in downtown Canandaigua for special
hours and events, such as music, food
and art demos. This year, it has ex-
panded from one to three days and is
timed to coincide with the Christkindl
Market at the Granger Homestead next
weekend.

Next weekend officially opens the
Christmas season. Other towns and
villages also have special weekends to
draw attention to their downtowns —
and their shops. Some are one-day
events with a Christmas theme such as
Pittsford’s on Dec. 2 and Park Avenue
Merchants Association’s on Dec. 4.
Others are a much bigger festival, such
as Seneca Falls’ annual It’s a Wonderful
Life weekend (this year, Dec. 12-14).

Rini Rohrer, who displays her own and

other artists’ work and also
holds classes in drawing and
painting, helped start Canandai-

gua’s Art Walk 15 years ago. She’s
still leading the event, along with

Aimee Ward, co-owner of Finger Lakes
Gallery and Frame (on the other side of
Main Street at the railroad tracks).

Over the past 10 years, Art Walk has
taken place twice a year, in late June and
again in November. This past June’s Art
Walk was a big success. Finger Lakes
Gallery & Frame, for one, brought in
nationally known artist and children’s
book illustrator Patience Brewster, who
drew numerous fans and even “a whole
crowd of librarians who wanted to meet
her because they knew her books,” Ward
says.

This year, participating galleries
and shops can be identified by special

Finger Lakes Gallery and Frame, one of the Art Walk stops, has an eclectic mix that appeals to various tastes.
MATT WITTMEYER staff photographer

If you go
The Holiday Art Walk

takes place from 2 to 9
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. next Saturday,
noon to 4 p.m. next
Sunday. For more, go to
www.downtown
canandaigua.com or
call (585) 396-0300.
A schedule of events
and list of participating
merchants can be
found on the Web site.
The schedule will also
be available throughout
the weekend at partici-
pating merchant loca-
tions and at the Christ-
kindl Market at the
Granger Homestead.

Canandaigua Art Walk celebrates creative
process with early-season buying opportunities

Other open
houses

Nov. 29: Annual Dick-
ens Christmas with carol-
ers and crafters, children’s
storytelling and Santa and
live entertainment at the
Gaslight Village shops in
Wyoming, Wyoming
County.

Dec. 2: Candlelight
Night in the village of
Pittsford from 5 to 9 p.m.

Dec. 4: Park Avenue
Holiday Open House in
Rochester from 5 to 9
p.m. There will be live
entertainment and a kids’
area.

Dec. 5-7: Holiday open
house in Brockport with
the Candlelight Christmas
juried craft sale at the
Morgan-Manning House
Friday and Saturday, Santa
train rides Dec. 6 and 7
and the candlelight walk
and other festivities on
Dec. 7.

Dec. 5-7: Old-Fashioned
Christmas Celebration,
village of Fairport, starts
with fireworks Friday
night and continues with
events all weekend.

Dec. 6: White Christ-
mas and Parade of Lights
in village of Webster.

Dec. 12-14: It’s a Won-
derful Life weekend in
Seneca Falls with tributes
to the movie, shopping
and more.
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Nursery styles are
becoming more…

INSIDE
home

sophisticated 4

Hi, Carolyn: How do I tell
my fiance that I don’t like his
mother? I’m sure he can tell,
but I can’t bring myself to say
it out loud; she is very impor-
tant to him and very involved
in his life. However, she rubs
me the wrong way.

My fiance doesn’t under-
stand when I ask him to keep
certain things private. Every
time he sees her he expects
me to go along, too, which is
weekly and way too much for
me.

— Mean DIL
Answer: You tell him what

bothers you about her and
why — be specific, but not
petty.

If you don’t know exactly
why you dislike your fiance’s
mother, try to figure it out
before you say anything. And
if you’ve tried but all you have
is an unexplained gut reaction,
then tell him that, too.

In other words, let the fact
of your having to tell your
fiance — soon, soon — inform
the way you tell your fiance.

You are keeping a poten-
tially life-changing truth away
from the person who’s about
to hitch his life to yours.

Give your fiance the in-
formation he needs, not by
dropping a fait accompli in his
lap, but by inviting him in on
your thoughts in progress:
your dislike, your fears of
disappointing him, your
impulse to protect your pri-
vacy, your efforts to honor his

mother’s importance to him.
Introduce it as a problem you
need his help to solve, because
it is a problem, and you do
need his help to solve it.

What you don’t need is to
flog yourself for your feelings
because to see them as
“wrong” is the first step in
denying them — and to deny
your dislike for someone who
is “very involved” in your
fiance’s life is to deny a run-
away train.

I suppose it’s possible such
a train could stop harmlessly
on its own by swishing into
the world’s largest uninhab-
ited shrubbery, but hoping for
that is not the same thing as
dealing with the problem. A
disapproving DIL can be a
good DIL if she and her
husband work together to
adapt; you’re only a “mean
DIL” if you sabotage, stone-
wall or lie. ❑

It’s OK to not like his mom
CAROLYN HAX

Write to her at:
The Washington Post
1150 15th St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20071

tellme@washpost.com

Blogger Michelle Sommerman
wonders how to make her pets’
carbon footprint smaller. She has
tried some ideas but needs more.

Join the conversation at
RocEarth.com. ❑

Next Saturday: JCC Centerstage and the Rochester
Children’s Theatre open the production Number the
Stars, based on the Newbery Award-winning book by
Lois Lowry. It’s about the Danish freedom fighters in
World War II and their daring attempts to help their
Jewish neighbors escape the German occupation.

The opening day performance is at 7 p.m.
The play continues at 4 p.m. Nov. 9, 7 p.m. Nov. 15

and 2 p.m. Nov. 16. All seats for the show at the Jewish
Community Center’s Hart Theatre are $15. Call (585)
461-2000, ext. 235. ❑

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

When Brahms first started writ-
ing his Violin Concerto, his mind
was so stuck in symphony mode
from finishing his first two sym-
phonies that he started writing the
piece in four movements, rather
than the typical three-movement
construction, and the piece was
just as long. In the end, with guid-
ance from a violinist friend, he
went with three movements but

the concerto
remained a nearly
40-minute work.

The challenge
for the performer
is, then, twofold.
The first is to
emerge virtuos-
ically from the
orchestral texture
of the concerto;
the second is one

of stamina.
Juliana Athayde, the Rochester

Philharmonic Orchestra’s darling
concertmaster featured in Thurs-
day’s concert, mastered the latter
of the challenges in the Brahms
Violin Concerto — her playing only
strengthened as the night went on,
ending the third movement Hun-
garian-themed romp with free-
wheeling enthusiasm, easily tack-
ling demanding double-stop pas-
sages. Most impressively, she had
already been on stage for more
than a half-hour.

Surprisingly, Athayde had more
difficulty with the first challenge:
standing out as a soloist. Her sweet
sound never got rough enough to
bite through Brahms’ thick and
gooey orchestration. She seemed to
unintentionally revert into a con-
certmaster role, even visually stuff-
ing herself into the alcove between
the first violinist and conductor
Christopher Seaman, playing to the
conductor rather than the audi-
ence.

In all, her performance was
sweetly executed, if not always
surefooted. Though pitch was
shaky in areas and a couple of
faster passages got a flubbed treat-
ment, mostly in the opening move-
ment, attention was shifted to her

CONCERT REVIEW

Juliana Athayde, the Rochester
Philharmonic Orchestra’s concert-
master, performs again tonight.

WILL YURMAN file photo 2005

Shy soloist
with a strong
performance
ANNA REGUERO
STAFF WRITER
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What did you
think of the
concert? Share
your review by
clicking on this
story.
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